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			Empowering Women Through Financial Inclusion: Women's World Banking
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			Defining Women’s Social And Economic Empowerment
		

				

				
				
			Championing the Empowered Woman
		

				

				
				
							Women’s World Banking is dedicated to ensuring the future of the economically empowered woman. She has access to financial and technological tools in her own name and is comfortable using them. She is making financial decisions for her household. She makes sure her kids stay in school and she knows her financial future is safe. She votes. If she’s a business owner, she is treated as one. She supports her community, invests in her family and she helps to boost the economy for all of us.


Without her, there’s no inclusive economic growth.						

				

				
				
			Join us to activate an economy that works for her.
		

				

				
				
							Together, we’ll transform lives, communities and the world.						
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							Women’s World Banking President & CEO Mary Ellen Iskenderian makes the business case for financial inclusion and why it takes more than microloans to empower women and promote sustainable, inclusive economic growth.						

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
						
					
			
						
				
					
			

		

				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
			Why Financial Inclusion
		

				

				
				
			Why Does It Matter?
		

				

				
				
							Today, nearly one billion women around the world are unserved or underserved by the formal financial sector and unable to reach their full economic potential. If you brought all of these women together, they would make up the third-largest country in the world.

There is an untapped $700 billion annual revenue opportunity for banks and other financial service providers if they did nothing more than provide financial services to women at the same rate they are provided to men. If women participated equally, $12 trillion could be added to global annual GDP by 2025. Financial inclusion is not just a driver of economic growth, but inclusive growth.

What’s more, millions of women in developing countries are micro-entrepreneurs, and that number is growing. Yet, 70% of women entrepreneurs report inadequate access to the capital necessary to grow their businesses.
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							— Eden Tadesse, CEO of Invicta in Ethiopia						

				

					

		

					

		
					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
			Advancing Financial Inclusion
		

				

				
				
			Turning Insights Into Action
		

				

				
				
							Using our market research and evidence from in-region advisory projects, we turn insights into action for measurable impact. Learn how we design, scale and invest in products, policy and people to advance financial inclusion for economic empowerment. It’s what we do. We offer financial inclusion opportunities for women across the globe through fintech and financial and technological opportunities. 
						

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
					
							
					
												
															
								
													
												Gender Lens Investing
					


					Investing in businesses to impel them to take women’s leadership, economic empowerment, women customers seriously.


Learn More

				

							
					
												
															
								
													
												Inclusive Policy
					


					Motivating policymakers to design and implement inclusive financial policies.


Learn More

				

							
					
												
															
								
													
												Leadership Programs
					


					Accelerating gender equality and women’s leadership in financial services and regulatory institutions.


Learn More

				

							
					
												
															
								
													
												Relevant Products
					


					Designing and deploying in-market relevant products and services for low-income women.


Learn More

				

							
					
												
															
								
													
												Solutions for Women-Owned Businesses
					


					Driving greater access to financing for women-owned businesses.
Learn More
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			Our Impact
		

				

				
				
			37 Million Women and Counting
		

				

				
				
							To date, we have reached more than 37 million women in emerging markets through our programs, helping to change not only their lives but the lives of their households, communities, and businesses.
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						What do we mean by reached?					
				

							

		

				

				

				
				
							Women’s World Banking uses the term “reached” to describe any woman who benefits from our programs to enhance financial inclusion, defined as giving women the choice to access and capability to use financial services. This includes:

	Women who have access to new or enhanced products or services, delivered directly in partnership with financial service providers.
	Women projected to benefit from products, services, or policies that deepen their financial inclusion, through investment and influence with financial service providers and policymakers.

						

				

					

		

					

		
				

				

				

				

					

		

					

		
				

		
	
	



	
	


			
			
		
	



	
 
	

		
					
						
					
			
						
				
					
					
					
							

							
					
			
						
				
			Take Action
		

				

				
				
			Donate today and help build a future where women thrive, businesses grow, and economies prosper.
		

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
							Across the globe, nearly 1 billion women remain underserved by the financial sector. For more than 40 years, Women’s World Banking has championed women’s financial inclusion and economic empowerment.

Your gift will help support women’s economic empowerment in developing countries for low-income women to build a secure and prosperous financial future for themselves and their households.						
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			Charting Paths to Empowerment: Highlights from the Women’s Digital Financial Inclusion Advocacy Hub
		

				

				
				
							Ethiopia, Indonesia, Women’s Digital Financial Inclusion Advocacy Hub						
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			Insight Note: A Gender Lens on Financial Well-Being
		

				

				
				
							Insight Note						

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

					

		

					

		
				

		
		
						
						
					
			
						
				
							General						

				

				
				
							•						

				

				
				
							March 12, 2024						

				

				
				
			Five Insights to Drive Digital Inclusion of Women
		

				

				
				
							Digital Financial Services, In the News						
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			Making Finance Work for Women for 45 Years | Blanca Estela Olvera
		

				

				
				
							45 Years Stories, Latin America						
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			Making Finance Work for Women for 45 Years | Michaela Walsh
		

				

				
				
							45 Years Stories						

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

					

		

					

		
				

		


		

				

					

		

					

		
				

				

				

				

				
				
					
					
					
							

							
					
			
						
						
					
			
					

						
				
			Stay Informed
		

				

				
				
			Join Our Newsletter
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							122 East 42nd Street, 42nd Floor | New York, NY 10168 | USA						

				

				
				
							122 East 42nd Street, 42nd Floor
New York, NY 10168
U.S.A.
						

				

				
				
							Phone: +1 212-768-8513 | Fax: +1 212-768-8519						

				

				
				
							Phone: +1 212-768-8513
Fax: +1 212-768-8519
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